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HOGSETT ANNOUNCES INDICTMENT OF INDIANAPOLIS

MAN FOR MORE THAN HALF-MILLION IN AUTO THEFTS

Indictment alleges seventeen cars stolen from metro dealerships in last seven years

PRESS RELEASE

INDIANAPOLIS - Joseph H. Hogsett, United States Attorney, announced today that
George Robey, age 66, of Indianapolis, was indicted by a federal grand jury with 25 counts for
various offenses arising out of his scheme to steal motor vehicles which were altered and then
sold along with counterfeit titles or other false documentation. The indictment identifies 17
different vehicles stolen over the last seven years in the Indianapolis metropolitan area, with most
of the alleged thefts occurring in Hamilton County.

“When crimes such as those alleged in this indictment go unpunished, all Hoosiers end up
paying,” Hogsett said. “We pay more at the dealership when we buy a car, we pay more in
insurance premiums, and through fraud and waste, we end inevitably end up paying more in
taxes.”

“Personally, I’m tired of Hoosiers footing the bill for this type of behavior,” Hogsett
added. “And our office is doing all that it can to make sure it is the criminals who pay for their
crimes.”

Fraud involving vehicles is a profitable business for criminals and one that burdens
consumers, states, and the auto industry as well as insurers. According to estimates in the Federal
Bureau of Investigation’s Uniform Crime Report, in 2009 there were 794,616 thefts of motor
vehicles nationwide.  Motor vehicle theft is a significant economic crime, with nearly $5.2 billion
lost due to motor vehicle thefts in 2009 nationwide. The average dollar loss per stolen vehicle is
$6,505. 

“In these troubled economic times, it is more important than ever that law enforcement
protect Hoosier businesses from fraud and theft,” Hogsett noted. “The criminal activity described
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in this indictment allegedly cost our state economy hundreds of thousands of dollars a year at a
time when our auto industry was already struggling. We look forward to proving these charges
beyond a reasonable doubt with the full force of federal law.”

The charges allege that beginning in 2006 and continuing until his arrest in December
2011, Robey engaged in a scheme to steal cars and trucks from central Indiana car dealerships.
As described by the indictment, Robey’s alleged scheme involved the use of two different
criminal tactics. 

The first technique, described by the indictment as a “key swap,” involves a defendant
feigning interest in purchasing a particular vehicle at the dealership, and then swapping the
genuine vehicle key with a look-alike key in the course of examining the vehicle or during a test
drive. At a later time, the person will then return to the dealership and steal the vehicle using the
stolen key.

The second technique, described by the indictment as a “key cut,” refers to stealing a
vehicle by using a duplicate vehicle key that was obtained under false pretenses. In this situation,
a defendant obtains a vehicle identification number (VIN) of an automobile they wish to steal.
With that VIN, the defendant then creates a counterfeit motor vehicle registration and drivers
license, using those documents to purchase a duplicate key for the vehicle from a licensed
locksmith. Once they have obtained this duplicate key, they then steal the vehicle.

It is alleged that once the vehicles were stolen by Robey, their VIN numbers were altered
and counterfeit titles or other sales and ownership documents matching the altered VIN numbers
were supplied for the vehicles. The altered vehicles were then sold, along with the counterfeit
documents, to individual buyers for a profit.

According to Assistant U.S. Attorney Sharon M. Jackson, who is prosecuting this case for
the government, Robey was arrested on a criminal complaint in December 2011 following the
sale of stolen vehicle and documents to an undercover officer from the Indiana State Police. This
indictment follows a joint investigation  by the United States Secret Service and the Indiana State
Police into stolen vehicles and counterfeit documents.  

If convicted, Robey faces a maximum of 5 years on the charged conspiracy count, 10
years for each of the 15 counts of trafficking in vehicles with altered VINs, 10 years for each
count of making counterfeit state securities (motor vehicle titles), and 15 years for each count of
identification document fraud.  Additionally, each count carries a $250,000 fine. 

An indictment is only a charge and is not evidence of guilt. A defendant is presumed
innocent and is entitled to a fair trial at which the government must prove guilt beyond a
reasonable doubt.
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